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 A fresh new face on the New York 
Pan scene is Yolande Richardson who 
entered the steel band music arena as 
a tenor player at age of sixteen with 
Arima Senior Comprehensive School 
Band, Trinidad.  

From there Yolande teamed up with the Jay Notes of  
Sande Grande and on to the Sangre Grande Cordettes. 
Yolande fears solo performances but to her credit, 
she successfully performed the National Anthem of 
Trinidad and Tobago for a school sports day at St. 
Crispin’s Anglican School. Now she seeks refuge in a 
group environment. > 

Yolande 
RICHARDSON

Her love of the Tenor faded into a passion with the 
Bass as her musical talents blossomed during 

her tenure with the Jay Notes.  Her appointment 
as secretary to the Jay Notes helped Yolande to 
recognize that dedication and love of steel music is 
the driving force behind the successes the art form 
has achieved, as there is no pay scale future for its 
musicians.  A full time nurse, Yolande fi nds solace 
in steel and is contemplating ways for women to 
become more involved in the organizational aspect 
of managing a steel orchestra.

After fi nding a home with Utopia Pan Soul-The 
Next Generation and elevated to the offi ce of Vice 
President, Yolande is working with the executive 
members to help the orchestra meet their goals.  
Scheduling free classes to teach music theory to 
future musicians; orchestrating fundraising events 
to attract more youth involvement in the steel band 
music genre and seeking innovative ways to obtain 
sponsorship and funding.  

Candidly emphasizing the fact that total 
professionalism is the path to garnering respect 
for steel musicians, Yolande plans to introduce and 
institute contractual obligations to membership 
with the organization. Yolande envisions the 
establishment of a steel centre to showcase the 
art form and hopes that it is accomplished in her 
time.  With so many exciting events on the horizon 
for pannists.  Yolande is tireless in her efforts 
to help the next generation realize their bright 
future as steel musicians. Contact Yolande at 
ttfreckles@yahoo.com.
by Vanessa Clarke
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Have YOUR SAY!
 WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send us your views...
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DEAR PANPODIUM
I believe that the steel pan is one of the most potential instruments in the world today. It 
has come a long way since its invention in the first half of the 20th century and has the 
potential of going even farther. Though it is rapidly gaining popularity all over the world, 
it has yet to achieve acknowledgement as a serious instrument in its own right. As a 
composer, arranger and player, I see it as one of my foremost duties to help to contribute 
to the evolution of the steel pan. I do my best to write for and play the instrument in 
different constellations and styles, as I see the lack of a repertoire and knowledge about 
the instrument’s versatility to be the strongest hindrance for its integration into global 
music.  Pan Podium is certainly doing its part in this process.

Sune Borregard
Denmark

DEAR PANPODIUM
Hello pal it was an honour to have met you and thanks for the Pan Podium magazine. 
Keep up the great work you are doing for our culture in Europe. I look forward to meeting 
you again. Once again thanks for everything you are doing in the promotion of the red, 
white and black. Bless.

Eric ‘Pink Panther’ Taylor - Trinidad

DEAR PANPODIUM

After reading the Pan Podium magazine, I 

was very much impressed with the level of 

professionalism and detail put into the magazine. 

It became evident upon going through the pages 

that a great deal of devotion and hard work is put 

into it. I have had the privilege of seeing previous copies 

of the magazine and having seen the consistency and standard of 

the magazine I must say it is inspiring to see such a passion for a 

‘Trini’ art form being projected abroad. It is also very exciting to see 

something from our country have such a huge following and fan 

base among the Brits and Europeans.  I hope you reap the rewards 

of the hard work put into this magazine and keep up the good work!

Marcus Ali
Tacarigua, Trinidad
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WRITE
US 
AND
WIN!
Write to us here at Pan Podium 
with your thoughts and feedback 
on the magazine. If we print yours 
as the ‘Star’ letter you could win a 
year’s subscription of Pan Podium 
and CDs. 

In all letters please include your name, address and 
email contact. Letters that are not published in the 
magazine will be used for the website. All letters 
are subject to editing for space and clarity. 

Send your letters to:
robbie@panpodium.co.uk 


