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The St Michael & All Angels Steel Band 
has performed at St Paul’s Cathedral 

twice, at many civic events including the 
annual fundraising Ball for the Mayor 
of Brent on three occasions. The band 
opened the fi rst Diversity Conference 
of the National Probation Service at the 
Novatel Hotel in Hammersmith, London.

The St Michael & All Angels 
Steel Band is well known 
in Brent for their support 
of community groups in the 
area.

During the fi rst four weeks of the 
summer break, the band ran a 
workshop, which ended with the annual 
summer concert at the St Michael & 
All Angels Church. In 2006, the band 
performed classical pieces by Mozart 
and Mendelssohn, as well as a strong 
repertoire of popular music going back 
over 60 years in a variety of different 
styles.

Band master, arranger and tuner, Alfred 
Totesaut, affectionately known by all as 
‘Freddy’ has been with the steel band 
from its formation and is the main reason 
why the standard of play in the band is so 
high with much more to come.

By Patrick McKay

St Micheals
& ALL ANGELS STEEL BAND
Founded in 1996 as part of the St Michaels Music project, the 
steel band through its can do approach which is underpinned 
by discipline and respect helps youngsters raise their self-
esteem and develop leadership, peer education and teamwork 
skills.

Future DEVELOPMENT

The BAS FDF is made up of young people 
from BAS member bands. They host 
regular meetings on the last Sunday 
of each month to discuss ideas and 
suggestions and plan activities. Their 
current executive committee comprises of 
the acting Chair of the Forum - Delphina 
James, Vice Chair - Miles Pascall, and 
Secretary – Navina Nallamuthu.  Some of 
their representatives have been quoted as 
saying, ‘We enjoy working with people with 
the same passion’ and ‘I want to be part of 
the FDF to help host activities and improve 
my event planning skills’. 

FDF’s fi rst 
undertaking was 
the organisation of 
the Association’s 
Pan Explosion 2K6 
competition, which 
was held at the 
Drum Centre in 
Birmingham in May 
2006.

Their enthusiasm, drive and determination 
coupled with the support and guidance 
of the BAS executive members saw them 
host their fi rst successful event. Driven 
by success their youthful energy has led 
them to hosting an enjoyable ‘Carols on 
Steel’ concert at the Stardust pan yard in 
December 2006 with more events planned 
for the summer of 2007.

This young group of talented pan musicians 
have certainly started as they mean 
to continue. The future of the British 
Association of Steelbands certainly has 
a bright outlook as FDF develop and 
blossom through the support, guidance and 
nurturing of the BAS executive.  

Email them at fdf@panpodium.com. 

BAS FUTURE DEVELOPMENT FORUM
The FDF was created in 2006 to allow young people in the pan community to begin to develop 
the skills they will need to lead future generations of Steel Bands and Pan players. The FDF 
will aim to tighten the strength of the UK pan community by highlighting and developing the 
innovative skills and talents of pan players. 


