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Once in awhile a new band comes 
along, adding variety to the already 

colourful musical landscape. Combining 
the artistic attributes of six experienced 
musicians, Phoenix steel ensemble was 
born, creating a fresh dimension to the 
steel pan world. Each individual brings 
a unique fl avour to the Phoenix family. 
From soloists to vocalist their versatility 
is quite evident, playing R&B, Jazz, 
Latin, Pop, Reggae, Calypso and many 
other genres of music. Phoenix steel 
band was created to provide programs, 
events and services to promote/support 
the understanding and appreciation of 
Caribbean heritage and culture for the 
enrichment of the lives of people in the 
community.

by Ron Shah

Robbie Charles from Pamberi steel 
orchestra is their musical director; 
he performs solo, and has released 
numerous CDs in Toronto. Collette 
Murray and Catherine Dickenson 
have extensive experience in cultural 
and classic dance, they double up as 
Phoenix’s dance troupe. Gerard Williams, 
their bass man, also sings and his 
voice has become a special feature at 
performances. Vince Gobind is their 
‘Conga Man’ and International DJ who 
performs across North and South 
America and throughout the Caribbean. 
Wayne Donawa is a multi-talented 
musician, web designer, graphics 

designer, soloist and teacher, who is into 
everything Pan.  He is also the creator 
of Chrome Addicts www.chromeaddict.
com. Ronald Shah considers himself the 
glue, keeping the peace and ensuring 
everything runs smoothly, handling the 
bookings and public relations sector. 
Other ensembles in their organisation 
includes the Phoenix Sunbirds and 
Phoenix Juniors. 

Contact details:
Website: www.phoenixsteelband.com 
Email: music@PhoenixSteelBand.com. 
Tel: 416 358-3919
Fax: 416 620-1970

Their goals are to train, nurture and encourage creative 
musical talent especially among the youth and promote the 
cultural diversity of music while developing key elements of 
world music, as well as create, maintain and support other 
music performance ensembles and music education projects 
in Ontario.

Firebirds
PHOENIX FIREBIRDS STEEL BAND

Sticks and Fingers
Len Boogsie Sharpe 
& Pelham Goddard

Good selection of successful 
Soca, Calypso, Jazz and 
R&B steel pan adaptation. 
Programming from Pelham 
Goddard does not suffer from 
repetitiveness as other pan 
CDs seem to suffer from. 
Inclusion of the female vocal 
is very complimentary. A 
successful partnership that 
resulted in the production 
of an extremely marketable 
product.

Music in we Blood
Croydon Steel 
Orchestra

Live pan recordings of 
popular steel pan renditions 
such as the Cricket Tune, 
Unchained Melody, High 
Mas, Trini to de Bone and the 
Sixties Melody.
 A product CSO must be 
proud of.

Street Steel
Graeme College 

Steel pan reaches South 
Africa! And is well 
represented by the high 
grade of musicianship 
that has been recorded on 
this CD, their fi rst!  A good 
selection of medium paced 
compositions, the order of 
which was obviously well 
planned. The reverb/echo 
is slightly distracting but 
Vivienne, Steve and Anthony 
have every right to be proud 
of the band they helped to 
form. I eagerly await their 
next recordings. 
   

Phase One Steel 
Orchestra

Recorded live at Butts 
College Theatre in Coventry. 
The audience adds to 
the ambience of the live 
recording which is well done. 
Good selection of well known 
tunes like the fast paced ‘In 
the Mood’ by G Miller and 
the slow paced ‘Bridge Over 
Troubled Water’ by P Simon. 

Caribeye – Stephan Wrwyler, Martin Streule, Samuel Rohrer, Wilbert Gill
An alternative modern jazz approach opens this album which compliments the steel pan and shows its 
versatility as an instrument, accompanied by guitar, keyboards, bass and drums. All nine tracks were 
recorded live in four hours but the quality of sound is not comprised. A welcomed break from traditional 
pan melodies and arrangements.   It appears that most if not all are original songs. Very intimate, 
soulful and seductive. A must have CD for the pan connoisseur.  

Pieces of Pan – Sonic Steel
In August 2006, Sonic Steel released the CD Pieces of Pan that features unique arrangements of 
calypso, bosa nova, and jazz played by this elite group of pannists from Denmark. Pieces of Pan is both 
an interesting and varied album with soft and mellow arrangements like Radames y Pele as well as 
hard-swinging mambo tracks like Manteca. Sonic Steel’s versatility is demonstrated by their recording 
of Thelonius Monk’s tune In Walked Bud, as well as their sense of dynamic expression that brings the 
Cuban tune Amantes to vibrant life. The ensemble has an amazing sense of feel and expression for the 
music, and these arrangements dynamically express their talent. This album brings something new and 
fresh to the steel pan scene.
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