
For more than a century Jouvert 
pronounced ‘Jouvay’ meaning ‘day-

break’ processions have marked the 
opening of Trinidad Carnival. Jouvert 
evolved from 19th century Canboulay 
festivals, these nighttime celebrations 
saw ex-slaves gather to masquerade, 
sing and dance in commemoration of 
their emancipation. When this tradition 
was incorporated into Trinidad’s Carnival, 
it became an arena for African derived 
percussion, sardonic costuming, and, 
more recently lively steelband music with 
revellers jumping and dancing fuelled by 
the copious amounts of alcohol consumed 
and the exhilaration of the occasion.

2004 saw the revival 
of the London Jouvert 
celebrations when 
Stardust, London All 
Stars and Ebony steel 
bands took to the road 
at 6a.m. fi lling the air 
with the sweet and 
captivating sounds of 
steel. 
The London BAS Jouvert 2K6 celebration 
left the Sainsbury’s car park, Ladbroke 
Grove at 6:00 a.m. promptly and made 
it way around the specifi ed route before 
returning to the starting point. 

London All Stars were victorious in the 
‘Bomb’ competition (tune of choice) in 
2004, 2005 and 2006 leaving revellers 
begging for more when the bacchanal 
ended at 10:00 a.m. This British 
Association of Steelbands event is well 
received by the public and growing in 
popularity. Everyone is looking forward to 
an even more successful Jouvert in 2007 
with BAS working laboriously to ensure its 
growth is sustained through the inclusion 
of more bands and masqueraders. The 
2007 Jouvert will see many more steel 
bands take to the road to compete at the 
BAS ‘Bomb’ competition and treat their 
revellers to infectious steel band music. 

event FEATURE●●●

London
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In the early hours of Sunday the 27th August 2006, the Jouvert 
celebrations inched its way down Ladbroke Grove led by the 
London All Stars Steel Orchestra. The affair is a BAS all steel 
band event and without doubt, the crowds were drawn to the 
sweet strains of infectious steelband music that broke the 
pre-dawn tranquillity. Everyone joined in the celebrations, 
adorn themselves in mud, powder, and brightly coloured paint 
depicting the celebration of emancipation.
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welcome...
2006 marked the seventh anniversary of Pan 

Podium. Since its inception, the magazine and 
its website ardously promoted this wonderful 
instrument, its musicians, events and its 

continued progress in establishing itself in 
global music.  In 2006, Russell Henderson 
MBE was yet another pan musician to 
be awarded this prestigious title and 
Ebony Steel Orchestra won their fi fteenth 
panorama title ensuring that their world 

title is secure. Ebony, Phase 11 Pan Groove, 
The Defence Force, Pan Kultur and Nostalgia 

steel bands all performed at the FIFA World 
Cup fi nals in Germany capturing their global 

audience with the versatility of the steel pan and 
the dexterity of its players.  

BAS Future Development Forum has organised two 
successful events, Pan Explosion and Carols on 
Steel with many more events planned for 2007. The 
Caribbean Steel International band appeared on 

the EMMAS stage in Olbia, Sardinia. The fi rst time a 
steel band has played at this event in its 17years of 
existence, yet another ground-breaking feat for the 
instrument. 

BAS’s initiative in setting up UK regional 
committees will ensure that all local voices are 
heard and issues addressed. Our annual Awards 
event is an important event in the UK community’s 
calendar and continues to set standards in its 
related Arts disciplines. Pan Podium magazine and 
website have also undergone development work 
in 2006 ensuring that BAS’s media machinery is 
both effective, effi cient and continues to be a world 
leader with further enhancements planned in 
2007. Pan Podium continues to work closely with 
our global media partners to ensure that we are 
aspiring and achieving in unity.  Pan4Life.
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NEED A STEELBAND?
All events catered for Steelbands to suit any occassion 
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